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2014 Texas Library Association Annual Conference   

 

Joey Garcia, Information & Technology Librarian, attended the Texas Library Association’s 2014 

Annual Conference, April 8-11, 2014, in San Antonio, Texas. On the conference’s first day, Mr. 

Garcia participated in the preconference training known as Tech Camp.  Presenters gave attendees 

useful training and vital information on how to address technology issues in today’s changing library 

landscape. In addition to Tech Camp, Mr. Garcia attended additional training sessions throughout the 

week, including assistive technologies for disabled patrons, an update on the EDGE initiative, 

implementation of a Little Free Library in rural communities, development of a Makerspace 

program for teens, and public relations. During the conference, Mr. Garcia met with many of the 

library’s major vendors, including The Library Corporation®, OverDrive®, Mango Languages®, 

LearningExpress®, Escue & Associates, Salem Press®, and the Texas State Library & Archives 

Commission who manages Discovery Texas - Texshare Databases. To help the library with funding 

ideas for the bookmobile project, Mr. Garcia also met with Amigos Library Services and Godfrey 

Associates.  Plans are under way to meet with both entities in the near future to discuss various 

opportunities.  Much of the information gathered at the conference will aid the library as it continues 

to improve services offered to the community. 

 

Playaway® Bookpacks 

The library is pleased to announce the addition of Playaway® Bookpacks to the collection.  

Playaways® are ready-to-go MP3 devices that are pre-loaded with an entire audio book.  This device 

is portable, weighs only two ounces, and has a universal ear bud jack. Playaways® have an 

automatic bookmark feature and choice of narration speeds, so patrons can listen at their own pace, 

without changing the narrator’s voice or pitch.  They are 

chaptered like the print edition for easy navigation.  

Bookpacks add an exciting new dimension to the 

Playaway® experience because Bookpacks consist of not 

only an MP3 device, but also the accompanying book(s). 

Patrons of any age can experience the many benefits of 

listening while reading. Bookpacks are the easiest way for 

all patrons, especially emerging and struggling readers, to 

improve their listening and word recognition skills, to 

increase their vocabulary, and to learn the proper pronunciation of words.   Read either by the author 

or by a professional narrator, a Playaway® can assist listeners and readers with these various skills.  

Pairing audio with print has proven to be an effective method for improving literacy.  A fun and 

educational tool, the Bookpacks are available for juveniles, youths, and adults, and the Playaway® 

collection is available in various genres.  Encourage your family and friends to drop by the library at 

220 N. 4
th

 Street, and take a read on the digital side. 


